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Not a Waiting Game 


Once again the Easter season 
has reached us. The world remains 
a volatile place, from COVID still 
keeping people apart, from wars 
and rumors of wars bringing terror, 
from car accidents and sudden 
heart attacks, from missed alarms 


and spilled tea. 


attention to those other aspects. 
“He lives” means more than the 
defeat of death and an eternity with 
God, for that alone ignores the 
ability to live with God here, to 
grow with him now. Looking only 
at the future strikes as something 
thought by “mere in- 


Hectic stress, it 
permeates our lives and 
makes some days 
unbearably heavy. 

It’s a comfort to know 
that Jesus has prepared 
a place for us beyond 
this life. 

As he says, “Do not 
let your hearts be 
troubled. You believe 
in God; believe also in 
me. ... And if I go and 
prepare a place for you, 
I will come back and 
take you to be with me 
that you also may be 
where I am. You know 
the way to the place 
where I am going” 
(John 14:1, 3-4 NIV). 

When Easter comes 
around, it seems easy 
to remember that Jesus 
death, his sacrifice, 
was for our eternal sal- 
vation. 

The gospel, the good 
news of Christ, is that 
“He lives.” 

Thanks to him, so do we. 


> 


We needn’t worry about eternal 
damnation, an existence where 
today’s stress is nothing, not even 
paltry in comparison. God has 
made a way for us to be with him, 
to live with him for all eternity. If 
we can just hold on, our future is 


secured. 
But is that all that Jesus’ 


sacrifice means? Important as 
salvation from eternal separation 
and a happy future in the great 
beyond may be, that is certainly not 


the whole story. 


As someone mentioned to me in 
a church service the other day, this 
oftentimes single-minded focus on 
salvation of the spirit strikes far 
below the mark of truly honoring 
what it is Jesus has done for us. 
The gospel of Christ is a holistic 
approach, touching on all aspects 


of life, and I want us to pay 


Homestead Mennonite 


fants in Christ” (1 Co- 
rinthians 3:1b NIV), a 
stage which Paul urges 
us to grow out of. 

We do not live now 
in limbo, waiting for 
Jesus’ return. We must 
realize that we have 
already begun a new 
life here: 

“Therefore, if 
anyone is in Christ, he 
is a new creation. The 
old has passed away; 
behold, the new has 


Luke Marshburn 
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create opportunities for change. 

With an active war going on in 
Ukraine and more passive hatreds 
manifesting in other arenas, this 
feels especially poignant now. We 
must maintain our compassion as 
we find our own ways to encourage 
compassion in others. 

“He lives” also isn’t only about 
the mental or spiritual. Some 
doctrines see the physical as 
wholly depraved, inherently evil, 
and therefore of secondary impor- 
tance to the spiritual “true selves” 
that will last through eternity. 

On the contrary, Jesus shows 
that the way we treat the physical 
can be just as important as the way 
we treat the spiritual. He gave sight 
to the blind. He purified the leprous 
skin. He fed thousands of people. 

And his teachings permeated his 
followers—Peter, for example, 
commanded a lame man to walk, 
healing his malady. We have hope 
in the physical restoration here. 
Our own restorations (and the 
restorations we help initiate) may 
not always be as mystically glam- 
orous as healed eyes or the lame 
walking—though I must testify that 
such things do occur. 

My own weak eyes, requiring 
glasses to read, were healed when a 
young lady whom I never met 
prayed over me years ago. 

But other restorations may go 


unnoticed when they shouldn’t. 


come” (2 Corinthians 5:17 ESV). 

We are not called to stay the 
same as we used to be. God has 
given us his Spirit, opened the door 
for us to grow in him. While still 
being in this world, the gospel calls 
us to work towards our perfection, 
to make God’s presence known in 
our daily lives. 

Similarly, “He lives” also means 
a restored relationship with the 
whole Godhead, and with each 
other as well: “...1n Christ God was 
reconciling the world to himself, 
not counting their trespasses 
against them, and entrusting to us 
the message of reconciliation” 

(2 Corinthians 5:19 ESV). 

We are peace-bringers, workers 
of love, reaching out to heal broken 
people and rebuild the bridges of 
relationships. Rather than ignoring 
the aggressions in this world, we 
are called to stand against them, to 


Adopting a healthy eating habit 
or getting enough sleep, for 
example, are also examples of 
restoration. The way we treat our 
bodies can still be an act of 
worship. When Jesus sacrificed his 
body for us, I believe he expects us 
to accept that the sacrifice was for 
our bodies as well. 

Yes, Easter does help us 
remember Jesus’ sacrifice and its 
eternal ramifications, but the 
gospel of Christ isn’t a message 
urging us to merely survive the 
hectic stress of this broken world, 
awaiting a day when we’re beyond it. 

The holistic gospel is about 
thriving in the midst of suffering, 
transforming the world just as we 
have been transformed. This is no 
waiting game. Let us go out and 
preach the good news. Let us live 
restored lives and guide others to 
do the same. 


Make an Impact This Global Volunteer Month 


StatePoint - April is 
Global Volunteer Month 
and Points of Light is 
leading a joint effort with 
Phillips 66 and UPS to 
activate individuals, non- 
profits and corporate 
partners to recognize 
individual action and 
inspire more people to 
volunteer in their 
communities. 

e 17-year-old Henry 
Morse of New Orleans 
helps run CultureAid 
Nola. “We are a no 
stigma food distribution 
center that helps feed 600 
families a week.” Morse 
arrives at the center every 
Saturday at 5:30 a.m. and 
leads volunteers in 
packing and handing out 
food to members of his 
community. 
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preparation 
volunteers. 

e “A small 
drop in the 
ocean can make 
a big difference 
in the world,” 
says fourth 
grader 
Rayansh 
Boddu, who 
joined Recycle 
My Battery as a vice 
president and recruited 
more kids to spread the 
word. He’s also actively 
working on Smart Can, 
which will use AI 
technology to sort materi- 
als needed for recycling 
in trash. He’s placed over 


e After a 30-year Navy 
career, William Hicks 
now volunteers in the 
AARP Tax-Aide 
program. In addition to 
personally preparing tax 
returns for senior and 
low-income individuals 
pro bono, he serves as 


training coordinator for 20 battery bins in differ- 
the state of Maryland, ent locations and col- 
leading efforts to train lected more than 25,000 


and certify tax batteries for recycling. 


Figuring out where 
and how to make an 
impact is not always 
straightforward and on- 
line resources can help. 
Points of Light Engage is 
the world’s largest digital 
hub for in-person and 
virtual volunteering and 
community engagement 
opportunities. There are 
also 177 innovative 
volunteer-mobilizing 
organizations in 37 
countries that are a part 
of the Points of Light 
Global Network. They 
provide real-time infor- 
mation on pressing 
community needs. 

You can find these by 
visiting pointsoflight.org/ 
gvm. Every action, can 
have an impact and 
change a life. 


Temple Hatikvah 


Homestead Jewish Center 
A Reform Congregation 


183 NE 8th St., Homestead 
For information please call 
305-454-4944 
or visit www.thhjc.org 


305-282- 
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COCONUT PALM 
«-8 ACADEMY 


A special thanks to Farm Bureau for the 
classroom Mini Grant for Coconut Palm 
K-8 Academy. The purpose of the mini 
grant was an Orchid beautification project. 
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Mary Ruth Chapman 


Mary Ruth Chapman 
was born on December 
19, 1944, and passed 
away peacefully on 
March 27, 2022, in 
Hospice care at home 
after a courageous battle 
with cancer. 

She was born and 
raised in Miami-Dade 
County, and lived there 
all of her life, graduating 
first from Southwest 
Miami High School, and 
later from Miami-Dade 
Community College. She 
lived most of her adult 
life in the Homestead 
area of the county. 

She was preceded in 
death by her father, 
Robert; brother, Ronnie; 
grandsons, Stephen and 
Matthew; and her grand- 
parents. 

Mary is survived by 
her children, Suzanne, 
Christopher, and 
Danielle; her sisters 
Eileen and Kathy; her 
brothers, Robert and Joe; 
her mother, Wanda; her 
grandchildren, Katie, 
Emily, Dylan, and 
Destiny; and numerous 
nieces, nephews, great- 
grands and cousins; and 
her longtime companion, 
Ron. 

Mary’s profession was 
selling real estate and she 
was wonderful at it; so 
many people found their 
dream homes because of 
her expertise. She was 
devoted to giving the 
very best service 
possible. She worked for 
many years at Coldwell 
Bankers and later finished 
her career with the Keyes 
Company, of which she 
said was the best place to 
work, with the best 
people in the world. 


However, Mary’s life- 
long passion was helping 
people, from the time she 
was young, helping to 
raise her siblings, to long 
after she could have 
retired, helping the lost, 
outcasts, and the less 
fortunate. 

Mary was devoted to 
being a strong role model 
and mentor, with helping 
folks get and remain 
clean and sober. She 
cooked for and worked 
tirelessly to help those 
struggling, and more 
people than can be 
counted owe their very 
lives to her. 

Mary was caring, self- 
less, and very humble; 
she was also loyal, self- 
sacrificing and endlessly 
kind. There was never 
anybody quite like Mary; 
she was beloved by 
family, friends, and all 
those whose lives she 
touched. She will be 
forever in our hearts. 

A Celebration of Life 
service was held for Mary 
on April 9th, 2022, at 
Florida City Church, with 
Pastor Jeff Jennings 
officiating. 

Those wishing to 
make donations may send 
them to the American 
Cancer Society, at P.O. 
Box 22478, Oklahoma 
City, Oklahoma 73123. 


You and your family 
may be eligible for 
increased benefits 


By Evelyn Linares, 
Public Affairs Specialist 


SSA South Florida Area | 


We know your 
circumstances may 
change after you apply 


— or become eligible — | 


for benefits. If you, or a 
family member, receive 
Social Security or 
Supplemental Security 
Income (SSI), certain 
life changes could 
increase your benefit 
amount. 

As part of our Potential 
Entitlement initiative, we 
want to help you identify 
where you might qualify 
for a higher benefit. For 
example, you may be 
entitled to higher benefits 
based on your own earn- 
ings record or someone 
else’s record. Some of 
the life changes that 
could possibly increase 
your benefits include the 
following scenarios: 

e If your spouse or ex- 
spouse dies, you may be 
eligible for a higher 
survivor benefit based on 
their earnings record. 
The death of an 
ex-spouse may entitle 
you to a higher survivor 
benefit even if you are 


. already receiving a 


survivor benefit on 
another spouse’s record. 
Read, Survivors Benefits, 
for additional information 
at www.ssa.gov/pubs/ 
EN-05-10084.pdf. 

e If you are receiving 
Social Security benefits 
based on your spouse’s 
work and you worked 
and earned credits, you 
may be eligible for a 
higher retirement benefit 


Call a DEPENDABLE Hometown 
Realtor that will work hard for you 


when youre buying or selling! 


Securing today 
and tomorrow 


based on your own work. 
View the Retirement page 
at www.ssa.gov/ 
retirement. 

¢ If your deceased 
adult child provided at 
least half of your support, 
you may be eligible for a 
higher parent’s benefit 
based on your child’s 
work history. Parent’s 
Benefits includes infor- 
mation to consider at 
www.ssa.gov/pubs/ 
EN-05-10036.pdf. 

We continue to focus 
our Potential Entitlement 
initiative on people who 
face barriers. These 
include older people, 
children with disabilities, 
veterans, SSI recipients, 
and people with limited 
English proficiency. 
Since the initiative began 
in 2017, it has resulted in 
approximately $553 
million in retroactive and 
total monthly increased 
benefits paid. 

Check out the Benefits 
You May Be Due page at 
www.ssa.gov/potential 
entitlement. You can use 
your personal my Social 
Security account to check 
your benefit and payment 
information — along with 
your earnings record. 
www.ssa.gov/myaccount 


FOR THE BEST 


RESULTS 


STAY WITH THE 


BEST! 
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